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Jest far To-eaj. 

Lord, for to-morrow and its needs 

I do not pray, 
Keep me, my God, from stain of sin 

Just for to-day. 

Let me both diligently .work 

And doty pray ; 
Let me be kind in word and deed 

Just for to-day. 

Let me be slow to do my will, 

Prompt to obey ; 
Help me to mortify my flesh 

Just tor to day. 

Let me no wrong or idle word 

Unthinking Bay : 
Set thou a seal upon my lip* 

Just for to-day. 

Let me in season, Lord, be grate, 

Ir> season gar ; 
Let me be faithful to the grace 

Just for to day. 

So, for to-morrow and its needs 

I do not pray, 
But keep me, guide me, love me, Lord, 

Just for to-day. 

— Sel. 
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BY H. R. HOLSINGKR. 

I congratulate the faculty and studentB of Ash- 
land College, that, under the blessings of a kind 
Providence, they have been permitted to enter up- 
on the threshold of another commencement, and all 
of us, kind trieuds, that our merciful Father has 
favored us with this day's enjoyment, and the priv- 
ileges of His presence this beautiful afternoon. 
And in recognition of the rapid flight of time, and 
the consequent approach, it is hoped at least, of the 
completion of our work, we introduce from God's 
word this appropriate passage : u For now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed." Rom. 
13 : 1L 

"Our Salvation," or simply salvation : now is 
salvation nearer than when we believed. 

"When we belie?ed," or when we first believed. 
When we first believed in Christ. 

Sa vation is nearer ; that is, the completion of it 
is nearer, or it is more nearly completed. 

This implies that Ml vation is a progressive 
work ; and we are to work out our own salvation 
with fear and trembling. There must, therefore, 
be a time of beginning it, a time of approximating 
its completion, and a time when it is finished ; as 
Paul says : "I have finished my course." So we 
may *»y to-day ; "For now i* our salvation nearer 
than when we first believed. 

We hope to apply this subject to this special oc- 
casion, because ot the implied figure ot consecutive 
work. Now, today, is the course of our education 
nearer its completion, than when we first entered 
the curriculum of our duties, at this institution. 
We still remember with what timidity we entered 
npon our first studies, and the fears and tremblings 
that accompanied our first recitations, and though 
we may still be in our Freshman's year, we are 
very near the Sophomore term, and the completion 
of our course is nearer than when we first set out 
to learn. Others have passed their Junior terms, 
and ate about to enter their last year, and are joy- 
fully anticipating their return to home, and en- 
trance into society. They feel that their dtliver- 
auce is much nearer than it was at first. 

Others still, are yet nearer the goal, and almost 
in the language of our text, they can say : 

Today we can already realize our liberation from 
the toilsome routine of study ; even now deliver- 
ance in at hand. 

And yet I am doubtful whether this will be well 
received bb a befitting application ; for the past 
year has been so pleasant, and its happy associa- 
tions so numerous, that the sweets of liberty, in 
release from duty, will scarcely be commensurate 
with the sadness the parting hour will bring, when 
these pleasant circles must be broken, for which 
there is only bare possibility for occasional renewal 
in this life, and assurance for none. Thank God, 
however, that we have in our text the outline of a 
Hope for a reunion in our spiritual Alma Mater 
where there will be no closing exercises, for it will 
be an everlasting commencement. 

We will use for illustration the case of the Israel- 


ites, whose history wi have lately been studying 
in the Sunday school. They weie told on a Cer- 
tain occasion : "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will show to you 
today." We might find for it a beginning in the 
Birth of the goodly child Moses. It existed in the 
mind of the Almighty long before that occasion, 
and was desired and prayed for by the people, but 
it took its first tangible form in the event alluded 
to. 

We can trace it farther in his Miraculous pres- 
ervation. 

1. By being bidden away by his devoted mother. 

2. By being found by the princess. 
8. By his personal devotion to God's work. 
So our salvation, in one sense at least, may be 

said to have its beginning, in our having been hid- 
den away from our enemies, by our kind parents. 

mothers, how well do you follow the example of 
Jochebed, in hiding your children from that roaring 
lion of yice which is roaming our streets day and 
night? I fear sometimes that many mothers do 
not regard their boys as "goodly children" from 
the indifference they manifest for their safety. 
They permit them to be exposed to the wild beasts 

01 profanity, vulgarity, obscenity, intemperance 
and skepticism, as they thought they were not 
worth raising. 

2. Our salvation may be said to continue by our 
being found and delivered by the Princess : Christ, 
or now his royal representative: The church. She 
should rescue us from the impending ruin, educate 
us in the right way, in her nursery : the Sabbath 
schools, her prayer meetings, her aeasons of public 
worship, and ber institutions ol learning. With 
that view this institution has been taken into her 
fostering care. 

3. But it may be said, our Salvation must be 
perfected, in our own personal devotion to Christ, 
when we, with Moses, will prefer to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasure 
of sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches, than the treasures in Egypt, 
looking unto the recompense of reward. 

The salvation ot the Israelites can be traced in 
the heavy burdens heaped upon them by the 
Egyptians. It was the oppressiveness of the yoke 
that led them to throw it off. They taxed them 
more severely each week. So it wbb with Amer- 
ican slavery. Its advocates became more and 
more intolerant and aggressive, by attempting to 
encroach its pernicious power upon our free terri- 
tory, until the ptople rose up in their power, and 
wiped it Irom the laud. 

So, too, the ruin traffic, is now exhibiting its in- 
tentions, by endeavoring to lash the people into 
servitude to its mandates, and it is fondly hoped 
that the last gash may soon have been inflicted, 
and thut deliverance may be nigh at hand. And 
bo it was with the burdens of sin, brethren and 
sisters in Christ. Satan loaded it unto us so 
heavily, that we just could not and would not bear 
it any longer. Hence his zeal hastened our salva- 
tion. 

The salvation of the Israelites 

APPROXIMATED ITS COMPLETION, 

when at the Red Sea, Moses exclaimed : "Stand 
still I and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will show you today 1" Today ! Thank God, the 
last day had come. They had passed their last 
restless, doubtful night. Deliverance had finally 
come. The apostle must have had this case at 
heart when he wrote: "And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of 
sleep, far now is our salvation nearer than when 

we believed." 

So, we trust, many of us have started upon our 
journey for salvation, to the promised land. By 
our faith we have declared plainly, that we seek 
a country ; for here have we no continuing city, 
but we seek one to come. 

How are we getting on in our journey ? Have 
we got as far as the "Three taverns," and are we 
taking courage ? Have we met the Father yet t 
You remember the prodigal met him while yet 
"afar off" How many mile-stones have you pass- 
ed on the King's highway ? Can you say, now, 
today, ib my salvation nearer than when I started 
out? The Lord help you to feel it, if you cannot 
say it. 

We spoke about working out our salvation, a 
while ago. That is a good Scriptural quotation. 


And yon know work has its beginning and then 
orogresses until it is finished* Hot however, such 
work, as Butler refers to in his Hudi bras : "With 
crosses, relics, crucifixes, beads, pictures, rosaries 
and pixes ; the tools of working oat' salvation by 
mere mechanic operation." 

No it begins with our faith, for the Apoatle 
speaks of faith which workeOi by love; and by 
works was faith made perfect And also our god- 
ly sorrow worketf repentance unto salvation. 

When in our Sophomore year, we are nearer 
having finished our course than when we were 
Freshmen. Though one would hardly come to 
that conclusion by observing some of the young 
men in that year. Why one would take him to 
he the president, and he a freshman ? That gay 
young fellow, with those fine airs and much style. 
Do you Bay he is no* nearer ? 0, yes he is ; it is 
the necessary state of his term. It is the pupa 
state, which precedes the butter- fly. We were all 
there, and have much sympathy with our Juniors. 
I have a good story which I had hoped to have 
ready for you on this or some similar occasion, and 


although it is not yet completed, for fear I may 
not have another opportunity I will give you what 
there is of it 

In my perambulations I heard of a young man 
who had attended a college somewhere in the State 
of Ohio, for a term of about two months. He had 
a gentleman correspondent, in the neighborhood 
where I visited. In one of his first epistles, he 
very carefully, and very profusely described his 
own work. But the remarkable part of it is, that 
the letter was mostly written in Latin. And the 
gentleman who received it declared that the Latin 
pirt of the letter was almost as intelligible as the 
English. The unfinished part of this story is the 
letter itself for which I have offered the extravagant 
prize of a dollar. Not for the purpose of exposing 
the freshman, but to aid me in instructing his 
colleagues. 

Finally : So in religion, there are novice* and 
monstrosities. Men and women who are puffed up. 
Born saints, and consequently have no room to 
grow, to leam, to develop." They graduate at 
their first recitation. They believe themselves into 
perfect Christians. Instead of being born babes in 
Christ and then growing up to be men and women 
and finally maturing to fathers and mothers in 

Israel. 

Certainly, when we became believers we were 
nearer salvation than when we wore yet unbelievers 
much nearer. Then we had made a good be- 
ginnings — and "well begun is half done." Then we 
are admonished to add to our faith. Here is addi- 
tion for you, one of the first principles of Arithme- 
tic and Religion. Add to faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to temper- 
ance patience, to patience godlinesi, to godliness 
brotherly kindness, to brotherly kindness charity. 

When we get to patience we are nearer than 
when we were working in the dusky and murky 
hooks for knowledge ; when we have attained to 
brotherly kindness we are much nearar salvation 
than when we first and only believed. 

But it is alone at charity when the climax is 
attained, and when with the apostle we may ex- 
claim : "I have finished my course" and I can even 
now behold the crown that awaits me. Let us 
with him profess the consciousness of our own im- 
perfection. "Not that I had already attained, or 
were already perfect ; but this one thing I do, for- 
getting those things which are behind, and reading 
forth unto those things which are before. I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.' 1 

Let us press forward, let us reach forth, reach out 
after higher attainments in Christ We have not 
yet attained, and yet we are nearer ; we have a 
foretaste of what is in reservation for God's faith- 
ful students, who will learn of Him the ways of 
salvation. We cannot yet sing the song of the 
Redeemed, as a poet has anticipated it : 

"Now we're safe from o(( temptation; 

All tbe stormt 0/ life are put ; 

Praise the Bock of our salvation . 

We are safe at borne at last.'' 

But we can sing with our own beloved sister, 
Alice Carey : 

A sweetly uolumn thought 

Conies to me o'er and o'er, 
Today I'm nearer to my home 

Than e'er I've been before- 
Nearer my Pather'i house ; 

Where many mansions be. 
And nearer to the great white throne, 

Nearer tbe crystal sea. 
Nmirer the bound of life, 

Where falls my burden down ; 
Nearer to where I leave my cross 

And where I gain my crown. 

And let us join ber in the prayer : 

Savior 00 n firm mv trust. 

Complete my faith in tbee ; 
And let me feel as If I stood 

ClbM on eternity. 
Feel aa if now mv feet 

Were slipping o'er tbe brink ; 
For I may now be nearer home, 

Mnch nearer than I think. 


